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April update 
 
 
News on this site will encompass the efforts of not only the FRB but of other organisations 
such as the NJPC, NAB, RBA and Bookmakers’ Committee to seek justice in the fight 
against the arrangements to disenfranchise racecourse bookmakers, led by the RCA and 
apparently supported by the DCMS and the Gambling Commission. 
 
 
Latest developments. 
 
There are two threats to the livelihoods of racecourse bookmakers: 
 
a)   From 1st September 2007 racecourses will have the ability to change the position of rings 
and to create new areas. To obtain permission for such actions individual racecourses must 
seek the approval of the local authority which issues their track licence. Clearly, in most 
cases, the local authority will have neither the experience or expertise to undertake this task 
and in some cases they even own or part own the racecourse. 
 
b)   You will all be aware that from 1st September 2012 the racecourses have, via the RCA, 
declared that they intend to take ownership of the list positions. 
 
There appears to be two ways forward to tackle these problems, namely that the Levy Board 
continues with the function of ‘Certificate of Approval’ and/or Parliament intervenes on the 
grounds that the outcome of the Gambling Act with respect to racecourse bookmakers was 
not what was intended. In spite of representations from a number of sources the Levy Board 
has shown no inclination to remain involved with ‘Certificates of Approval’. However, we have 
had support from members of the House of Lords and the House of Commons and as 
explained in the last update, plans are in place to conduct a campaign which will lead to an 
Early Day motion at some stage in the coming months, providing there is sufficient support in 
Parliament. It would be a mistake to expect these developments to happen immediately. 
Parliament has been closed for the Easter break and until the local elections are out of the 
way it is unlikely that there will be any movement from these sources. However, you will be 
advised when it will be appropriate to lobby your own MP’s. 
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(2) 
 
 
A number of meetings have been held in recent weeks to progress our case. In particular, 
there has been a series of meetings designed to consider the position of pitch administration 
from 1st September 2007 at which the NAB, RBA, NJPC, RCA and Bookmakers’ Committee 
have been represented. Ongoing meetings have been held on March 8th and 22nd and April 
11th with a further meeting to be held on May 1st. It is almost certain that the NJPC will cease 
to function and that some replacement will have to be arranged as soon as possible. You will 
be informed of developments as soon as possible. In the winding down of the NJPC process, 
John Stevenson will replace George Moir as the NAB’s nominated NJPC Director. In all our 
efforts to seek justice we have had strong support from the NJPC and the Bookmakers’ 
Committee and we trust that the membership of the FRB will remain united in the efforts to 
solve the problems facing racecourse bookmakers. One way of showing support is to oppose 
the handful of bookmakers who appear to spread ill founded rumours and act in ways that 
are divisive. 
 
There are other issues which have arisen in recent weeks that have needed attention. The 
TurfTV versus the S.I.S situation is of direct importance to our position and this has led to the 
need to attend several meetings. However, this problem has now receded to 1st January 
2008. There is also an ongoing problem with the BHB, which is now seeking payment for 
racecourse data (i.e runners) plus production and delivery of lists. Since this demand 
appears to be a breach of the 2007 – 2008 Levy Agreement the Bookmakers’ Committee is 
taking up the matter. 
 
One final issue involves the financing of the legal battle against the RCA which seems will 
need to be undertaken. The FRB was formed to represent the interests of all racecourse 
bookmakers and as a first step it acquired payment from S.I.S for data. The first charge on 
these funds is to finance the legal expenses of any actions taken in the interests of 
racecourse bookmakers, with any residual funds being available for distribution to members. 
 
If we all stick together and display a united front we feel certain that if there is any justice in 
our society our efforts will be successful 
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