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20th September 2006. 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Office of Fair Trading – Update.   
 
Below is a brief summary of the OFT’s response to it’s investigation of the NJPC. 
 
 
‘Investigation into certain decisions of the National Joint Pitch Council under the 
Competition Act 1998 concerning the number of on-course bookmakers permitted to 
take bets at race meetings’.   ( “Investigation” ) 
 
 
1)    The OFT has provisionally decided to close it’s investigation into a potential 
        infringement by the NJPC of the Chapter 1 prohibition of the Act on the grounds 
        that the investigation no longer constitutes an administrative priority. 
 
2)    The principal reason why the investigation no longer constitutes an administrative  
        priority is that the Gambling Commission advised the OFT in May 2006 that 
        under the Gambling Act 2005, the administrative responsibilities of the NJPC 
        will be transferred to individual racecourses from September 2007. 
 
3)     Nevertheless, the OFT’s provisional view is that the ‘Investigation’ produced 
        evidence to cause significant competition concerns. This does not represent a  
        concluded view. 
 
4)    The main concern is that on-course bookmakers or organisations representing 
       on-course bookmakers determine the maximum number of on-course bookmakers 
       permitted to attend and take bets at race meetings. 
 
5)    The Gambling Commission has advised the OFT that it is almost certain that the 
       NJPC will not exist in it’s current form beyond September 2007. 
 
6)    The OFT sets out guidance for racecourses in connection with the number of 
       on-course bookmakers permitted to take bets at race meetings. 
 
7)    The response of racecourses to OFT questions was varied but the majority said 
       they were content with the current on-course bookmaker numbers. 
 
8)    In essence, the OFT is proposing a self-assessment regime whereby the onus is on 
       the relevant parties (i.e. racecourses) to satisfy themselves that their arrangements 
       are competition law compliant. 
 
9)    OFT states that it is not opposed in principle to the setting of designated numbers. 
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